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Synopsis

Full of charm and romance, wedding cake toppers are a delightful new collectible whose popularity
is increasing rapidly. This expansive survey of toppers dating from the late nineteenth century to the
1990s presents over 575 color photos showing an incredible array of miniature bride and groom
figurines in many different styles. Traditional, military, and "cutie" figurines are all included, each
identified by type of material used, circa date, size, and current value. Also shown are cake toppers
in the form of cherubs, doves, and bells, plus those used for celebrating special anniversaries. The
fascinating text provides a history of wedding cakes, bride and groom attire through the decades,
and tips for determining the age and value of your vintage toppers. Collectors, romantics, and

brides-to-be will all be enchanted by this unique and joyful book.
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Customer Reviews

Charming presentation of romantic decorations of the 20th century. -- Inside Antique, June 2005

A longtime collecting enthusiast, Penny Henderson formerly owned and operated an antiques mall
along with her husband, Rodger. She became fascinated with wedding cake toppers in 1989 and

has been avidly collecting them ever since. The Hendersons reside in northern Georgia.

Since | started collecting vintage cake toppers, a couple of years ago, | have been looking for a

reference book. Now, | have found a great one. This book is beyond fabulous, what a beautiful



collection! The pictures are large and clear with a history that has been helpful in identifying my

toppers. This book is a winner. Thank you for asking for my review.

it was as described and arrived promptly

BEAUTIFUL BOOK. VERY WELL DONE WITH DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS AND PRICE GUIDE

Nice Book!

| don’t normally feel a necessity to write a review on a book but | feel compelled to do so at this time.
| purchased Penny Henderson’s book called "Vintage Wedding Cake Toppers" and knew after
reading it that | wanted to contact Penny and talk to her about her wonderful collection. | was
fortunate enough to meet Penny through emails and found her very passionate about her collection.
| am an avid collector and feel that this book has covered every aspect of collecting and then some.
This book was written about vintage wedding cake toppers for cake top collectors and those who
are interested in learning more about them. Penny touches on the background and culture of
wedding cakes in Chapter One: A Brief History of Wedding Cakes. In her bibliography she names
Simon R. Charsley the author of "Wedding Cakes and Cultural History" as the foremost authority on
the history of wedding cakes. | have read his book and agree that it is the best book available
regarding the history of wedding cakes. If one wishes to study the history of wedding cakes further,
this is definitely the book to read.As | stated above, | feel this is a collector book for vintage wedding
cake top collectors and people that are interested in learning more about them. This book was not
written on the subject of culinary arts or to learn about being a wedding advisor, although | believe
that wedding experts and culinary artists would enjoy this book very much. There are many books
available on and in the library about the subject of culinary art and weddings. There is such a
wealth of information in this gorgeous paperback book. At almost an inch think and 183 pages, it is
filled with 575 colored photographs and more than adequate tips on collecting. What more could a
collector want!When you peruse this book you’ll see Penny and Mary Swafford’s wonderful
collections. Collections one only dreams about. | have Penny’s book sitting in my "wedding" room
along side of my wedding cake toppers and call it my "wish book". Someday, | can only hope to
have so many lovely wedding cake toppers. Penny has told me that her favorite toppers are the
early ones that are rare and hard to find. However, she also loves her later "plastic” cake toppers

and discusses them in her book with as much zeal. My collection started with the plastic toppers



from the 1950’s, 60’s, and 70’s, and | feel there was more than enough information given about
them. This book shows beautiful examples dating from the 1890’s through the 1970’s. If one wants
to investigate the newer cake toppers from the 1980’s onward, I'm almost sure that most craft stores
or places that specialize in wedding cakes have manufacturer’s catalogues. | think | am safe to say
that most serious collectors do not normally collect toppers later than the decade of the 1970’s
unless the topper is incredibly different. | personally feel anything after 1980 is not rare so they are
not included in my collection.l found the section in Chapter Three about the bride and grooms
wedding attire, more than exceptional. | have found it useful in my searches since the bride
especially changed the style of costume over the decades. The hemline of the bride’s gown went up
and down. Her skirt went from full to form fitting to full again. Sleeve lengths changed with the styles.
All these changes are reflected in the cake toppers of the era. Therefore, the drawings and their
descriptions in Chapter Three are very useful in establishing a time period when you don’t have any
other reference or history. After talking with Penny | found out that she was very unhappy about not
being able to use her antique and vintage wedding photograph collection due to the copyright
and/or privacy laws. She was unable to contact the bride, groom, and photographer to obtain
permission to use the photographs because most of her photographs were purchased in antique
shops, flea markets, etc. She found out about this unfortunate predicament so close to her deadline
that she did not have enough time to hire anyone to do the drawings therefore she had to do them
herself. It was either that or leave out this important information. She chose to do the drawings, and
| for one am glad she did, and feel they are very adequate.Penny mentions in her book, that it is
very rare to get information/history about the bride and groom whose wedding cake the topper
appeared on. | find this to be true also. One purchases their cake toppers wherever they can find
them.....antique shows, shops, and malls, flea markets, on-line auctions, and occasionally at an
estate sale. The latter being the most likely place to find a cake topper with the history of the topper.
Otherwise, and unfortunately, they rarely come with the historical facts attached. | only have one
cake topper that came with any history. | have a couple that are dated with a hand written date, but
other than that, | have no historical information on the near 100 other cake toppers in my collection.
| see in many of Penny’s descriptions with her photograph example that she mentions any history
that was available with the cake topper she purchased. She does point out that most chalkware and
plastic toppers are dated, and have a manufacture name, but again, not all have the actual history
of the cake topper.As one reads Penny’s book, they will find that she states in Chapter Three,
Determining Values that she did not establish her price guide from on-line auctions since "the

difference in prices from one auction to the next varies greatly, depending on the types and activity



of the bidders involved". | have found the same to be true. She collected her value ranges from
antique markets and shows and therefore the prices are what we can expect to see in antique
shops and malls country wide.l have only known of one exceptional cake topper in a museum that |
am hoping to visit this summer. If there are other museums or exhibits that display vintage wedding
cake toppers please contact Penny with the information and she will in turn forward the information
to me. In my opinion this is one of the best books available now and probably ever will be written on

the subject of "Vintage Wedding Cake Toppers".A joy for collectors and non-collectors alike.

My collection of wedding cake toppers consists mostly of the newer and less-expensive varieties.
However, this book has given me the opportunity to acquaint myself with some enchanting antique
and vintage toppers that | probably will never be in a position to own--or indeed even glimpse "up
close." Alas, my taste seems to run to toppers that are either extremely rare or prohibitively
expensive (or both).Opening this book is comparable to stepping into another time. As | read | felt
like | was taking a trip down memory lane, and back to gracious, long-past eras.| gifted copies of
"Vintage Wedding Cake Toppers" to two non-collecting friends, both of whom enthusiastically
perused its pages. Among their comments to me: "text is easily understood, while at the same time
extremely informative.... " ...wonderful photographs and charming line drawings beautifully
supplement and complement the author’s text."Without hesitation or reservation, | recommend this

book to collectors and non-collectors alike. Enjoy!

| purchased this book as a gift for a wonderful collector of beautiful things including a single antique
cake topper. | was planning on taking a quick look through the book before presenting it but that
was several days ago and the book still hasn’t made it to its destination as I've been so intrigued
with the topic and fascinated with the history, photographs, and dating and pricing information. As
an antique dealer, I'm always looking for informative books on specialized and/or obscure areas of
collecting. | highly recommend "Vintage Wedding Cake Toppers" as a most readable, enjoyable,
and informative guide. | think the author should be congratulated for her efforts, including her
integrity and clarity in the cake topper descriptions and prices, and for avoiding the tendency of
some price guides to inflate prices for the purpose of selling more books. This really is a super book
that will entertain and inform anyone who collects cake toppers or who simply has an appreciation

for social history, antiques, and collectibles.

As wedding and special event photographers, we have seen many, many wedding cake toppers



from fresh flowers to 50-year old cake toppers to elaborate hand-blown glass pieces. However
we’ve never seen such a large collection of cake toppers from vintage to new and can also proudly
state that we were also one of the group of photographers for this book. We can honestly say that
we’ve never seen such painstaking care and detailing of any collectible collection. You can tell that
the author truly enjoys her toppers and that she really wants to share that emotion with others. It
was also very thoughtful of her to bring in other types of cake toppers, including the handmade
ones. The time and effort that went into publishing this book is amazing. We own and have read
other books about collectibles, and as far as we’re concerned, this book is right up there with the

best of them!
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